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NEWS:

We are pleased to announce the expansion of our services
with some exciting new developments; An in-house MRI
scanner, great CPD and some post-operative rehabilitation
news.

MAGNETIC RESONANCE SCANNER:

Firstly, we are proud to be able to inform you that our per-
manently on-site magnetic resonance (MR) scanner should
be fully available for clinical cases by the middle of August.
This means that the MR scanner it will be available 24/7,
365 days a year. It enables us to scan urgent cases the
same day or the next day (including weekends). In the
meantime, staff at Wear Referrals are undergoing exten-
sive training to educate themselves in the technical and
clinical aspects of MRI. The MR scanner will able us to offer
referring practices an advanced imaging service, with a
minimal delay for your clients’ animals. As part of the MR
scanner launch we will organise an evening meeting for
referring veterinary surgeons later in October to explain
and inform them on the great imaging modalities and the
indications of magnetic resonance imaging (a further mail-
ing will follow).

CPD:

After the successful evening meetings on hip dysplasia and
anaesthesia we would like to inform you about our next
CPD meeting. This great value for money meeting will be
on the 20t of September (see enclosed information). The
subject will be neurology for the general practitioner and
the speaker will be Simon Platt, who is the senior neurolo-
gist at the Animal Health Trust and, as most of you know,
is an internationally recognised veterinary neurologist.

STAFF:

As part of our professional after-care and rehabilitation
program for our orthopaedic and spinal patients, we now
work in close conjunction with a fully qualified veterinary
physiotherapist (Rebecca Heald) and a sports-physiothera-
pist from the human field (lvan Whitfield). This will max-
imise final outcome and reduce total rehabilitation time fpr
our patients. Where necessary Rebecca and Ivan will treat

patients (especially spinal patients, severe trauma) on site
at Wear Referrals.

Ivan Whitfield (MHFST) is a Sports Therapist specialising
in the management and rehabilitation of musculoskeletal
conditions. Over the last five years he has had the good
fortune to work with many elite and professional athletes,
specifically Team GB cyclists and, with regard to rugby
union, players representing Newcastle Falcons and England
RFUW international squad members. His involvement in all
things non-human began when, ten years ago, he deve-
loped an interest in racing Siberian Huskies, a sport that
requires knowledge of canine anatomy, physiology, per-
formance and nutrition. He quickly realised through his
own experiences that rehabilitating animals was only a
step away from his usual patients and over the last three
years has undertaken additional training in equine and
canine disciplines including Veterinary Hydrotherapy. A dis-
tinction he likes to make since ‘hydrotherapy’ has become
synonymous with dog swimming over the last few years
and it is important to ensure rehabilitation cases are ma-
naged professionally. Ivan is currently at the University of
Teesside reading for a specialist degree in sports therapy
focusing on orthopaedics and trauma.

Rebecca Heald BSc ((Hons) PgDIP (RVC, London),
MCSP, ACPAT) has many years of experience with animals,
having grown up with dogs and horses and has been a re-
gular competitor in British Show Jumping Association. In
order to become a veterinary physiotherapist she first com-
pleted a BSc (hons) degree in human physiotherapy at the
University of Teesside. She then worked for the NHS for
two years, as required before studying for eighteen months
at the Royal Veterinary College, London, and gained the
post graduate diploma in Veterinary Physiotherapy. She
completed her practical training with Amanda Sutton
(Olympic Equine Team Physiotherapist) in Winchester.

Page 2 of this newsletter contains an interesting case
report. Thanks to all our referring practices for your
continuing support.
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